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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 15 November 2006 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim{s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-34 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. ' The following is a Final Office Action in response to the communication filed by 
Applicant on 15 November 2006. Claims 1-34 are currently pending in the application. 
Claims 33 and 34 were added. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's argument regarding: 

(1) "a hierarchy of nodes or database locations that enable 
content providers to publish content by uploading the content to 
specified one of the nodes" 
of claims 1 , 31 and 32 have been considered but found not persuasive. 

3. Claims 1-32 were previously rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mahoney et a! (US Patent No. 5,819.271). 

4. Issue no. (1): Applicant's argue: Mahoney does not teach a hierarchy of nodes 
or database locations that enable content providers to publish content by uploading the 
content to specified one of the nodes. 

Response: The Examiner is entitled to give the claim limitations their broadest 
reasonable interpretation in light of the Specification (see below): 
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Claim Interpretation; Broadest Reasonable Interpretation: 
<CI-AIMS MUST BE GIVEN THEIR BROADEST 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION 
During patent examination, the pending claims must 
be "given the broadest reasonable interpretation 
consistent with the specification." Applicant always 
has the opportunity to amend the clairns during 
prosecution and broad interpretation by the examiner 
reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will 
be interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re 
Prater, 162 USPQ 541. 550-51 (CCPA 1969).> 



5. Mahoney discloses a hierarchy of nodes or database locations that enable 
content providers to publish content by uploading the content to specified one of the 
nodes. Applicant's specification at page 2 describes the hierarchy: "a hierarchy of 
nodes is created according to subject area and other criteria. " Mahoney describes 
the information (or content) as corporate information and includes information such as 
annual reports, quarterly reports, SEC filings and press releases, etc (col. 3, line 50+). 
This information is linked to other information in other formats, e.g. spreadsheets... 
audio files... etc (col. 4, line 21+). Thus, setting up a hierarchy of corporation 
information. 



6. The information is then uploaded by the company to the repository server, which 
is coupled to a plurality of databases of information (col. 6, line 12+). The company 
contributor fills out a form regarding the information and describes what type of 
information is being uploaded (col. 9, line 9+). The information is then placed in the 

corresponding database for viewing (col. 10, line 49+). Thus, the information is 
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published by the company contributor by ''uploading the content to specified one of 
the nodes" 

7. Conclusion: Mahoney discloses a hierarchy of nodes or database locations that 
enable content providers to publish content by uploading the content to specified one of 
the nodes. Under their broadest reasonable interpretation in light of the Specification, 
the claims are taught and no inventive concept is found. Applicant's are respectfully 
requested to point out to the Examiner which claim limitations in the claims are 
considered to be the inventive concept because the inventive concept can not be 
determined from the claim limitations as written. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mahoney. In reference to claim 33 and 34. Mahoney discloses a method, system and 
apparatus for publishing content comprising: 

a. defining a hierarchy of nodes in a database (col. 3, line 50; col. 4, line 21); 
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b. one or more of the nodes in the defined hierarchy including topic nodes 
arranged by topic; receiving content uploaded to specified ones of the nodes by 
one or more content providers for publication; and displaying the uploaded 
content (col. 6, line 12+; col. 9, line 9+; col. 10, line 49+). 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jocelyn Greimel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
EST. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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11. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



Jocelyn Greimel 
Examiner, Art Unit 3693 
January 25, 2007 




